A BRIEF HISTORY OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

Our Lady of Fatima Parish was established by Bishop William Scully on Nov. 19, 1955, with the
Rev. Thomas Barrett named as pastor.

By 1958, the parish had grown to 300 households.
The rectory (current parish offices) was built in 1969.

The Rev. William B. Fitzgerald was named Administrator in 1971 and became pastor in 1972, with
Father Barrett remaining in residence.

In 1975, some redecorating was done and improvements were made inside the church by parishioners.

The parish center was built in 1975 and dedicated to Father Barrett.

In 1978, OLF became a member of Schenectady Inner City Mission (SICM)
In 1985, an addition was made to the north side of the parish center.

Father Fitzgerald died in 1989; the outdoor gathering space is dedicated to him.
In 1989, Rev, Alan Jupin was installed as pastor.

In 1994, OLF joined with St. Helen’s Church in a cluster parish relationship.

In 1993, a renovation committee was formed, with work completed and the church rededicated in
May 1998.

In 2002, OLF-St. Helen's Cluster entered into a “sister parish” relationship with a mission church,
Mision San Agustin in Mexico.

Today, there are approximately 740 households in our parish.
The Fiftieth Anniversary Our Lady of Fatima Parish was celebrated on November 20, 2005.
Father Jupin retired as pastor on January 1, 2007.

On February 1, 2007, Deacon Richard J. Thiesen was appointed Parish Life Director of Our Lady of
Fatima Parish and Father Robert Longobucco was appointed as Sacramental Minister.

Our Lady of Fatima and St. Helen’s Church are in linkage mode leading to merger of the two
churches in 2012.
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